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Amendment 4

Frank Ocean Album Review

Sexist Olympics

He’s been MIA for more than four years, but it turns
out that Frank Ocean is alive! Read Jonah Hinebaugh’s
review of both the visual and audio album.

#GirlPower Read how multiple
media outlets failed to cover
women in the 2016 Rio Olympics
fairly.

Pinellas residents will vote on Amendment 4 on
Tuesday. It has bipartisan support and aims to
give tax breaks to solar energy.
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Zika Virus Stalks Pinellas County
By Ryan Callihan
ryancallihan@mail.usf.edu
For the ﬁrst time, Zika has ofﬁcially invaded Pinellas County. Gov.
Rick Scott announced on Tuesday
that out of the 29 locally acquired
mosquito-borne cases that have occurred in Florida, one case has now
appeared here.
Zika infections have been on the
rise in various counties around Florida. Miami-Dade County leads the
state with a staggering 160 cases,
most of those located in the Wynwood area. Broward County has the
second highest rate of Zika with 96
cases. Pinellas County’s total number of Zika incidents is 13, which
places it as ninth highest in the state.
While anyone is susceptible to
the virus, pregnant women are the
among the most vulnerable. A pregnant woman who contracts Zika is at
a much greater risk due to the possibility of the baby being born with
microcephaly. Children born with
microcephaly have underdeveloped
brains and heads, which can lead to
other neurological issues.
Dr. Juan Dumois is the director of
pediatric infectious diseases at All
Children’s Hospital. In an interview
with The Crow’s Nest, Dumois outlined the risk for pregnant women.
“The biggest concern is, of course,
for pregnant women and women lo-

oking to get pregnant,” said Dumois.
“But this disease also affects people
close to those women. The virus
transmits through mosquito bites and
sex, so the chance of spread is very
local.”
Dumois recommended that pregnant women who suspect they have
an infection should contact the Florida Department of Health, which
offers free Zika testing.
“Don’t procrastinate contacting
them,” said Dumois. “Testing for
Zika within the ﬁrst week has the
best chance of getting information
on the infection and what risk there
is for the fetus.”
He also suggested pregnant women keep constant contact with their
obstetrician.
There is no cure for the Zika virus,
many of those infected do not show
symptoms. Dumois said that the risk
of infection is very low, but that students should not ignore precautions.
Prevention revolves around avoiding
mosquito bites.
Bug repellent recommended by
the CDC is one of the easiest measures. Almost all repellents are safe
for use, even for pregnant women,
according to Dumois.
The Crow’s Nest has created a
“Know-It-All guide” to the Zika virus.

#9: Pinellas County
13 Cases
Other Florida Counties
212 Other Cases

#3: Orange County
64 Cases

#2: Broward County
96 Cases

#1: Miami-Dade County
160 Cases

CONTINUE READING, PAGE 4

Ralph’s Mob Revitalizes Rowdies Games
By Evy Guerra
evelyng1@mail.usf.edu

NICOLE CARROLL | THE CROW’S NEST

BANG, BANG: Aron Retkes, the band director for Ralph’s Mob, beats on the drum at the
game on Saturday. He has been a part of the organization since 2011. The Rowdies won 2-0.
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Sixteen-year-old Alexander Watts
was dressed in Tampa Bay Rowdies
gear from head to toe. He’ll make the
75 minute drive to every home game
this soccer season.
“I came to my ﬁrst game in 2013
and I was interested 100 percent,”
Watts said. He stood in the general
admission section of Al Lang Stadium along with everyone else in
Ralph’s Mob, a group of passionate
Rowdies fans.
They are a sea of green and yellow,
wearing scarves, hats, knee-high socks, ﬂags, bandanas and jerseys to
support their team. They have multiple chants that die-hard fans know
from frequently attending games and
these are an important part of the ritual.
Kelly Cooper has been going to
the games for ﬁve years now, and
she says it is too hard to choose her

THE CROW’S NEST IS THE FREE, WEEKLY STUDENT NEWSPAPER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG.
ALL CONTENT IN THE PUBLICATION IS PRODUCED BY USFSP
STUDENTS. SINGLE COPIES FREE.

favorite of the chants.
“We call it like we see it. I love all
the chants – there’s just too many
that we do,” she said. Cooper was not
even slightly concerned about Saturday’s rainy weather putting a damper
on the game. She had oral surgery
the day before and even though she
admits that she should have been at
home resting, she still felt the need to
show up and support her local team.
“We consider everyone here family,” she said. “My favorite part
is the atmosphere and lifting the
players’ spirits up from the bad ref
calls.”
The president of Ralph’s Mob is
Jason Bruzzichesi. His ﬁrst Rowdies game was in the beginning, back
when the Rowdies ﬁrst started in
2010. Because of work, he had to
move to Minnesota and then to Salt
Lake City, but in both places, Bruzzichesi was a long-distance participant in Ralph’s Mob. He moved back
to St. Petersburg a few years ago.
“I was never a big soccer fan,”

said Bruzzichesi. “I was a really big
Bucs fan. Then I had a friend take me
to a Rowdies game, and it was like a
light switch.”
In 2014, Bruzzichesi became
president of the club and helped to
turn Ralph’s Mob into more than just
a fan group. It is now a nonproﬁt organization that partners with charities.
The group held a book drive during
one of the games earlier this month.
Ralph’s Mob also works with the St.
Petersburg community to host food
drives, and they maintain business
alliances with local restaurants.
Ian Burke, a junior who is studying marine biology at USF St.
Petersburg, is also a member of the
fan club. He proudly wore his season
ticket around his neck. When the ﬁrst
goal was scored by Rowdies midﬁelder Joe Cole, Burke jumped up with
the rest of the group to celebrate.
CONTINUE READING, PAGE 7
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Amendment
4 Promotes
Tax Break for
Solar Energy
By Michael Moore Jr.
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu
The Florida Tea Party, League
of Women Voters, Christian Coalition, Nature Conservancy, Florida
Chamber of Commerce, and Sierra
Club all agree: Amendment 4 is a
win for Florida.
This diverse group comprises
just a few of the more than 150 endorsements that the solar amendment has received from businesses,
organizations and government ofﬁcials. Even Republicans and Democrats seem to be on board.
The amendment, titled “Solar devices or renewable energy
source devices; exemption from
certain taxation and assessment,”
is on Tuesday’s ballot.
It would amend the state constitution to exempt solar panels,
as well as other renewable energy
equipment, from the tangible personal property tax for 20 years,
starting in 2018.
Homeowners already enjoy a
break on property taxes when they
install solar panels. This would extend those tax breaks to business
owners and commercial properties,
essentially exempting the value
of solar panels from their overall
property value when being taxed.
It would also extend existing tax
relief for residential property owners. As it stands now, the biggest

barrier to solar energy in Florida
remains embedded in the tax code.
Florida has the third best solar
potential of any state, but, it currently sits at a mere 14th for actual
solar capacity installed, according
to the Solar Energy Industries Association.
“How many commercial rooftops do you see that have solar?
Very few. After this amendment
that will change,” said state Sen.
Jeff Brandes, R-F.L., an amendment sponsor.
While the amendment has strong
bipartisan support, Jason Hoyt of
the “Stop Playing Favorites Political Action Committee” has criticized it as the government picking
winners and losers. Others have
equated it with a solar subsidy.
“I don’t think we’re picking favorites at all,” said Brandes. We’re
evening the playing ﬁeld. People
can still buy power on the grid.
All we’re saying is that we aren’t
going to penalize you for doing a
good thing.”
The Crow’s Nest reached out to
Hoyt, who had not commented by
deadline.
Brandes said that now is the
perfect time for this amendment,
citing the fact that solar panels are
quickly nearing cost competitiveness and that the price has dropped
80 percent in the last 10 years.
Some students at USF St. Peters-

Without public explanation,
the president and vice president
of Student Government have
temporarily stepped down.
In an Aug. 11 email to SG
members, SG representatives said
president Ziya Kardas and vice
president Gina Rotunno had taken
“a temporary leave of absence.”
The representative called it
“a routine step pursuant through
established university practices
for reviewing certain university
matters,” which they did not
explain.
Kardas, a graduate student
in the Kate Tiedemann College
of Business, did not respond to
messages on email and Facebook.
Rotunno, a mass communications
major, declined an interview.
Laraine Ruiz, a business
management major who was
Student Senate president, is now
acting SG president. She said she
was surprised to be thrust into the
job.
“In shock is the only way I can
describe it,” Ruiz said. “But as
a senator I work for the students.
The president’s role is very
much the same, so I feel like my

responsibility continues to be for
them.”
Student Government at USFSP
is a powerful group on campus
because it controls the activity and
service fee budget, which in the
2016-2017 ﬁscal year was more
than $3 million, according to SG’s
website.
The $3 million included $1.6
million for the University Student
Center, $605,450 for the Campus
Recreation department, $119,303
for the Harborside Activities Board
and $50,155 for The Crow’s Nest.
Despite
SG’s
importance,
student elections have received
scant attention in recent years.
In the spring 2015 presidential
election, only 536 students voted
in the ﬁrst round and 660 in the
runoff.
Last spring Kardas became
president without opposition.
He and his running mate, Alexis
Germaise, drew no opponents
for president and vice president.
Under SG rules, their names were
the only ones on the ballot and
they had to receive more than 50
percent of the vote to be elected.
Only 340 students out of 4,401
students voted, according to the
USF InfoCenter, and 77 percent of
them yes to the Kardas-Germaise
ticket.
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Jamming Out: Professor
Explores Music, Management

Frank Ocean Makes
Waves with New Content

By Erin Murphy
erinmurphy@mail.usf.edu

TAMIRACLE WILLIAMS | THE CROW’S NEST

Sustainably-Minded: Lexi Ferguson, 21, is an environmental science and policy major. She is also in the Environment and
Sustainability Club. She said that climate change is an important topic is quickly gaining support from Republicans and Democrats alike.

burg agree.
Alana Todd, an environmental
science and policy student who
serves as the secretary of sustainable initiatives for Student Government and is a chair of the Clean
Energy and Resource Conservation
Commission, gave a walkthrough
of all of the green initiatives on
campus.
“We put on workshops and created a butterﬂy garden. We go to
conferences and are working on a
bike share program with the city.”
Todd said that sustainability clubs had earned a Fish and
Wildlife Research Institute grant
that will provide funding to build
a greenhouse in the corner of the
permaculture-designed food forest
behind Residence Hall One. Earlier her organization helped establish a 100 kilowatt solar panel on

the top of the parking garage.
Todd was excited about the prospect of Amendment 4 passing.
“Solar has so much untapped potential,” she said.
The Student Green Energy Fund
Committee hosted a roundtable
discussion on the amendment last
Tuesday in conjunction with the
Southern Alliance with Clean Energy.
The biggest threat to Amendment 4 is not opposition, but rather
the potential for apathy and confusion. There is a similarly sounding
utility-backed solar amendment
on the November ballot that has
caused controversy.
Amendment 1 does not have the
bipartisan support of Amendment
4. It has drawn a ton of criticism
from pro-solar forces. The amendment aims to guarantee that "elec-

tricity consumers have the right
to own or lease solar equipment
installed on their property to generate electricity for their own use."
The only problem? Floridians already have that right. Instead, critics point to additional provisions
within the amendment that suggest
that its real aim may be to allow for
all manner of fees and regulation to
impact solar users.
Many supporters of Amendment
4 are worried that people will confuse the two. Lexi Ferguson of the
Environmental Science and Sustainability Club at USFSP shares
this worry, but remains hopeful.
“I think climate change is now
becoming a bipartisan topic and
with that comes productive decision making involving both parties,” she said.

SG President, Vice President Take Temporary Leave
By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu

THE CROW’S NEST

Germaise did not serve for long,
however. She stepped down and
was replaced by Rotunno.
Student Government members
held their annual retreat last
week. On Friday, they visited the
Great Escape Room in Tampa
as a team building exercise. On
Saturday, they gathered in the USC
Ballrooms to discuss a strategy for
the new year.
While Kardas did not attend
the retreat, a lot of his goals and
policies were discussed, Ruiz said.
“I hope Ziya comes back,” she
said. “We had a shared vision
to coordinate our two branches
(executive and legislative) and
right now we will still be moving
forward. Him coming back would
only serve to strengthen our drive
toward those objectives.”
Ruiz is moving with the
support of James Scott, a graduate
student and seasoned veteran of
student government. Scott, the
Senate president pro tempore,
is temporarily replacing Ruiz as
Senate president.
Scott said hopes Kardas and
Rotunno return to their roles in SG.
“Everything that was being
implemented is still in the
pipeline,” he said. “We plan on still
moving all of that through.”

-------------- Forwarded message -------------From: <sg@usfsp.edu>
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2016
Subject: USFSP SG Update
Student Government is a vital part of USFSP.
Please be advised that the President and Vice
President of Student Government have taken a
temporary leave of absence from their elected
duties. This is a routine step pursuant through
established University practices for reviewing
certain University matters.
In their absence, as stated in the governing
documents, the order of succession will be
followed. The current Student Senate President,
Laraine Ruiz, will serve as the Acting Student
Body President and James Scott, the current
Senate President Pro Tempore, will become
the Acting Senate President. Any additional
vacancies in positions that result from these
changes will be ﬁlled in accordance with the
governing documents.
If you have further questions please contact
Student Government Advisor, Matt Morrin.
University Matters: On Aug. 11, a representative emailed SG members to inform
them of the a temporary change in leader due to further reviewing of university
matters. Students with questions can contact Matt Morrin, the director of Student
Life & Engagement. mmorrin@mail.usf.edu

Scene: A group of doctoral students from an array of different
backgrounds and nationalities are
gathered in Spain. They are not
arguing, yelling or protesting, nor
have they assembled to debate one
another.
Instead, they are singing.
“There were 10 or 11 of us, and
we were almost all from different
parts of the world,” said Dr. Steve
Diasio, a professor of management
at USF St. Petersburg.
“We would regularly have dinners that would celebrate each
other’s culture, but we would also
share each other’s music. We had
a Brazilian singing bossa nova,
an Egyptian and Syrian singing a
poem in Arabic, a Romanian playing guitar, and then the two Americans. I sang ‘Sweet Home Chicago.’”
Diasio, who studied international business administration in London and later earned his doctorate
in management science from the
esteemed ESADE Business School
in Barcelona, also employs the
unifying principle of music in his
professional life.
His article, “Not all that jazz!
Jamband as a metaphor for organizing new models of innovation,”
was published in volume 34 of the
European Management Journal.
It examines the parallels between
jam bands, such as the Grateful
Dead, and IBM InnovationJams.
“Innovation is how companies
come up with new products, services and ideas, and evaluate them,
and push them to market,” said Diasio.
Traditionally, he said, companies such as IBM or Procter &
Gamble relied on only a handful
of people to act as innovators, but
now, this process is expanding.
“The world has changed,” said
Diasio.
“We call the old model of innovation closed innovation, and
(what we have now are) more open
models of innovation. Now, (products) can go to market in many different ways. The boundaries of the
ﬁrm are more porous, and knowledge can ﬂow inward and outward,
more easily and more ﬂuidly.”
This process of open innovation
enables a larger community of
collaborators to tackle real-world
problems.
“I spent three years working
with IBM, (and they have a) platform called an InnovationJam,”
said Diasio. “It’s an online largescale collaborative platform that
enables collaboration of up to

300,000 people.”
no engagement from the audience,
The InnovationJam operates on there’s a very limited role of imthe assumption that a large group provisation. When we start using
of people can solve challenging the jam band metaphor, these start
business or societal problems more to change.”
effectively than, perhaps, an indi“For instance,” he said, “the
vidual, or a small group of experts. most famous jam band of all time
“Problems such as climate is the Grateful Dead. Think of it
change and ending world poverty like this: the Grateful Dead will
are not simple problems,” said Di- start a song, and that song might
asio.
go on for 20, 30 minutes. It may
“There’s not one individual or not end; they may go in different
group of politicians that have all directions (and) improvise, (or)
the answers. The idea is that bits pull music from music genres to
of knowledge can be organized make this new music. They might
and tapped into, (and that the) col- be playing from rock, folk, blues,
lective intelligence of crowds can reggae. That’s not how jazz works
provide a better solution to these -- it’s very structured. (But) with
problems.”
the jam band, there’s a broader
The communal creativity and range of improvisation.”
open innovation that are welcomed
The jam band metaphor is also
in an IBM InnovationJam mirrors a proponent for community-driven
the frameinnovation.
work of jam
“Diversibands, acty was imcording to
portant
to
Diasio.
(the Grateful
Jam bands
Dead). Anyare
bands
one can be a
that
rely
Deadhead,”
heavily on
said Diasio.
skills of im“They built
provisation
this relationto
make
ship with the
their music,
community,
often creatand the role
ing sounds
of the comand songs
munity was
on the spot.
very,
very
The model
close. They
of jam bands
built bonds,
in innovathey shared
tion stands
intellectual
in stark conproperty, they
trast to the
shared their
metaphor of
lifestyle. It
COURTESY OF USFSP
jazz music Educate yourself: Dr. Steve Diasio teaches was very difthat has been during a student lecture tour on campus. As a part ferent and it
used to de- of his Principles of Management course, Diasio became
an
scribe inno- has students create their own TV shows, utilizing i m m e r s i v e
both technology and teamwork.
vation in the
experience.
past.
That is exact“The
ly what hapframing of this paper is because
pens in InnovationJams.”
there is past research literature
This concept of close-knit comthat says innovation is like jazz,”
munity in open innovation also
said Diasio.
sounds like the bond that Diasio
“However, this was 30 years ago, formed with his fellow doctoral
and if we believe globalization has students back in Barcelona.
happened, and technology has
“These are experiences where
changed, business has changed, you’re learning, you’re giving,
and innovation has changed, don’t you’re receiving, you’re respectwe need new metaphors to under- ing,” said Diasio. “It’s very perstand new models of innovation?” sonal. This only happens in a
This is exactly what Diasio set diverse setting, a very personal
out to do in his article: show the environment, and you’re bringing
limitations of the traditional jazz your whole self, and the openness
metaphor, and explore the new of your heart and your mind.”
model of innovation.
Whether you’re an innovator,
“Managers have been using the doctoral student in Spain, or, yes,
metaphor of jazz (but) there are se- a Deadhead, the message seems
vere limitations to understanding clear: One way or another, we all
that,” said Diasio.
need each other.
“It’s not open to diversity, there’s

We’d Love to Hear from You
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the editor. All submissions should be no more than 250 words. Writers must include their
full name. In addition, USF faculty should include their title, department and extension. All letters are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Letters can be sent to
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu with subject title “letter to the editor.”

Corrections:
Two Administrators Join University Herd: The article was edited for clarity and length.
New College of Business Building Delayed Until Spring: The senior project manager’s name is Van Mitchell.
Letter From The Editor: Devin Rodriguez was the arts and life editor in the spring semester.

By Jonah Hinebaugh
jonahh@mail.usf.edu
After a four year hiatus, Frank
Ocean has ﬁnally released new
content. He began with a stunning
visual album called “Endless”, and
followed up with his anticipated
audio album, “Blonde.”
The visual album, which is a
remixed version of the stream on
Ocean’s website, keeps it minimal. The only colors are black and
white, except for a quick cut of purple at the end. It has 18 tracks and
features artists and producers such
as Jonny Greenwood, Jazmine Sullivan, Area and Sampha, among
others.
Director of Photography Francisco Soriano thrives on keeping
the video art project as mysterious
as possible, not giving the viewer
any explanation of what they see
or what story is about to unfold. It
lets the viewer’s imagination wander as it opens with a mesmerizing
20 second track called “Device
Control,” while two unidentiﬁable
characters labor away on what
seems to be some type of woodwork.
Soon afterward “Device Control” gives way to a sublime “At
Your Best (You Are Love),”orchestrated by Jonny Greenwood. This
cover of the classic Isley Brothers
song deﬁnes Ocean’s dedication
to the soul of rhythm and blues.
The song includes only a minimal
amount of keys and allows Ocean
to step forward and showcase his
beautiful voice.
Around the 11:18 mark we hear
a tropical-sounding and skittering
beat as the project moves into the
song “Comme de
Garçons,” which
translates
to
“Like Boys,” and
is also the name
of a Japanese
fashion label. The
song is short, but
speaks about one
of Ocean’s previous lovers, who
was unfaithful.
Full of emotion,
the track ﬁnds
Ocean speaking
candidly about his
emotional turbidity and supposed
one-sided relationship. The title
could also possibly be linked to
rumors of Ocean
starting his own fashion label, seeing as how Comme de Garçons is a
staple in the fashion industry.
Towards the end of the album,
viewers see the project come together...sort of. The two characters
create a spiral staircase that extends
multiple feet towards the roof. One
of them begins to ascend it before
the shot cuts to a purple screen, and
everything is gone, including the
staircase. Ocean and Soriano provide no answers or justiﬁcation for
the visual art they created. Instead
the video stream restarts, providing
no real ending.
The second release is an audio
album by Ocean entitled “Blonde.”
It was released only a day after
“Endless”, and is extraordinarily
beautiful. Ocean starts “Blonde”
off strong thanks to a song that is
sure to impress old and new fans
alike. The opener, “Nikes,” is high-

“
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ly stylized and tackles the issue of
people relying on material wealth
for happiness. The song frequently
references expensive things, such
as Nike shoes, gold and silver glitter and Amber Rose, the latter being a symbol for strippers because
of her old work.
In the ﬁrst minute of the “Nike”
music video, we see multiple expensive sports cars and two men
covered in nothing but money. This
emphasizes both the theme of the
song, and Ocean’s sexuality. Also
exclusive to the video is the use of
two voices competing, furthering
the sense of conﬂict and tension in
an otherwise dreamy track.
Next, fans are met with an emotional ballad entitled “Solo,” which
can be interpreted to mean that
Frank Ocean is in fact lonely, or
that he’s feeling low and relies on
things like marijuana to make himself feel high. Either way, Ocean’s
smooth voice pairs well with the
reﬁned beat of the song.
Even better than “Solo” is the
reprise featuring the elusive member of OutKast, André 3000. His
rapid ﬂow encapsulates everything
from his depression to the desensitization to shootings of people like
Trayvon Martin
or Philando Castile.
Later on in
the album Frank
sings a cathartic piece about
loving someone
and it not being
returned for one
reason or another.
The heartbreaking song features
Bon Iver on the
outro and will
bring a tear to any
romantic listening.
“Blonde” ends
with a 9 minute
song called “Futura Free,” which
references
the
typeface popular
among acclaimed
director Stanley Kubrick, who has
inﬂuenced Ocean throughout his
life. In the ﬁrst half of the song,
Ocean speaks of his past, how he
rose to fame, as well as the future,
and how he wants to hide from the
press like Tupac, who conspiracy
theorists believe is still alive. The
song ends with the repetition of the
question “How far is a light year?”
which metaphorically asks how far
have we come and how far will we
go.
Overall, the new content served
up by one of the most creative artists will impress even the toughest of critics; I would recommend
these albums to anyone because of
their ethereal, cathartic and mesmerizing tones. It’s obvious that
Ocean put his heart and soul into
these two albums, and both show
how he has grown in his four year
absence. The wait was worth it.

I would
recommend
these albums
...because of
their ethereal,
cathartic and
mesmerizing
tones.
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The Buzz About Zika
By Ryan Callihan, Evy Guerra,
Erin Murphy & Devin Rodriguez

L

ily Fath is an expecting mother.
This year, Fath will not be
attending her family’s annual
camping trip because she is concerned
about Zika.
The Zika virus is an
international epidemic that
has dominated news
coverage for the past
few months. Now,
the virus has made
its way into our
backyard.
Last
Tuesday, Gov. Rick
Scott announced
the ﬁrst case of a
locally transmitted
infection in Pinellas
County.
“It’s
a
scary
thought that a virus
that could really be
life-altering could be
in your county and
not just some disease
you hear about in the
country,” Fath said.
Fath,
a
sophomore
criminology major at USF
St. Petersburg, said that the
news of Zika in Pinellas County
placed the outbreak in perspective
for her.
“My family called me and it really
freaked me out,” said Fath. “It
made it a real issue for me
instead of just another
one of the many
precautions
you
have to take as
a
pregnant
woman.”
Zika
is
primarily
spread by
the Aedes
species of

mosquitoes that have been infected.
An uninfected mosquito can spread
the virus from an infected human to
an uninfected person. The virus is also
sexually transmitted

Stay Zika Aware
College students are also advised
to be Zika Aware, a campaign started
for Florida’s public universities and
colleges. The campaign is aimed
towards teaching students about the
virus, and to keep them up to date on any
new ﬁndings.
The campaign, ofﬁcially titled,
“Zika Aware: Spill it, Spray it” is the
brainchild of the State University
System and the Florida College System,
and raises public awareness of ways to
help prevent the virus. Zika Aware is
also in partnership with the Department
of Health’s Spill the Water campaign.
The purpose of both movements is to
help people stop the Zika virus from
spreading further, offering tips such
as getting rid of standing water where
mosquitoes can breed and grow.
“The universities, colleges and
Department of Health launched the
campaign in response to a recent initiative
from Governor Rick Scott,” wrote the
State University System of Florida on
their news blog. The presidents of the
State University System and the Florida
College System were informed of the
virus’s spread, and educated on how to
ensure students’ safety.
USFSP has even gotten in on the
action. While as of Aug. 24, “no
transmission of the Zika virus by local
mosquitoes has been detected on any
USF System campus,” the college is
still taking precautionary measures,
according to the USFSP website. USF
as a whole is participating in the Zika
Aware campaign, and also warns
students of the possible symptoms of the
virus on their site.
“Many people infected with Zika virus
experience no symptoms,” wrote USF
in an announcement, “but those who do
most commonly experience fever, rash,
pink eye, or joint pain. Currently the
best prevention for Zika virus is to
take precautions against mosquito
bites. USF students are strongly
encouraged to follow CDC
guidelines to reduce exposure
to mosquito bites.”
For more information on
health issues in general,
USFSP students can make
a visit to the USFSP
Wellness Center in the
Student Life Center 2200,
or call (727) 873-4422

Fight for research
funding
According to WUSF News, Gov. Rick Scott is in talks to
travel to Washington, D.C. on Sept. 6 to meet with Congress
and lobby for a funding bill that could help combat the Zika
virus. Congress has spent seven weeks in recess, but soon,
Scott says that he will “meet with members of Congress on
the day they return to work to make sure they immediately
get something done on this urgent issue.”
“[Ever] since Congress decided to go on a seven-week
vacation, the state of Florida has been hard at work combating
the Zika virus,” said Scott.
But something else that has been hard at work while the
members of Congress have been away? Yep, you guessed it:
the Zika virus. Scott says that 42 locally acquired Zika cases
have been identiﬁed in four different Florida counties since
Congress’ hiatus.
According to the Florida Department of Health, the
virus is being actively transmitted in Miami-Dade County.
Investigations are still being made into the Pinellas and Palm

Wynwood and Miami
If you’re curious how the Zika virus
found itself in South Florida, you may
have a tiny town called Wynwood to
thank. According to a Q&A by the
Tampa Bay Times, most of the local
cases have stemmed from people getting
bitten by mosquitoes infected by the
Zika virus in Wynwood, Florida.
Understandably, the CDC has
ofﬁcially advised pregnant woman to
stay away from Wynwood. This is the
ﬁrst time the CDC has ever warned
people to avoid traveling to any area in
the continental United States, according
to the Tampa Bay Times.
In an Aug. 22 report in the Miami
Herald, State Surgeon General Celeste
Philip said that so far, Wynwood has
gone several weeks without seeing any
new Zika cases. Gov. Rick Scott also
said that he plans to send millions of
dollars in funds to help Miami-Dade
County offset the costs of the mosquito
control efforts in response to the Zika
outbreak.

Prevention Plan
Currently, there is no cure or medicinal
treatment for the Zika virus. Dumois
said that prevention is the most crucial
element of the ﬁght against infection.
“A pregnant woman cannot screen
everyone she comes in contact with,
so it’s important to avoid the bite
altogether,” said Dumois.
The CDC recommends that you
wear long-sleeved shirts and pants, get
rid of standing water that may attract
mosquitoes, and use an Environmental
Protection
Agency-approved
bug
repellent.
Mosquitoes only need between
one-quarter and one-half of an inch of
water to breed. To prevent a mosquito
infestation, make sure to clear out any
containers of water.
Be wary of bogus mosquito repellent,
says Pinellas County Mosquito Control.
Smartphone apps, ultrasonic devices,
and citronella candles are not effective
means of preventing mosquitoes.
Look for bug repellent that contains
DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon
eucalyptus,
para-methane-diol,
or
IR3535 as an active ingredient.
These chemicals are EPA approved,
even for pregnant and nursing women,
according to the CDC website.
Since the Zika virus can also
be transmitted sexually, the CDC
recommends using a physical barrier
prophylactic, like condoms, to decrease
the likelihood of transmission.

All Children’s Hospital: The NICU room inside of
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital is where babies
are taken for intensive monitoring and 24/7 care. All
Children’s has not received any cases of Zika.
Courtesy of John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital

The Latest Science Out There
The Florida Department
of Health has not disclosed
the results of their survey
after a locally transmitted
case of Zika was found in
Pinellas County. They have
also not released the exact
location of the infection, or
if the infection has spread
any further.
Congressman David Jolly
(R), told Fox 13 that he believes that the public needs
more information, including
a general idea of the geographical area of the Pinellas
County transmission case.
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, infected mosquitoes of the Aedes spread

Zika when they bite humans.
They are mostly active during the day.
Symptoms of the Zika virus include fever, headaches,
joint pain, rash, conjunctivitis (pink eye) and muscle
pain.
Pinellas County Mosquito
Control offers free services
for clearing away mosquitoes from heavily infested areas. Call their hotline anytime
at (855) 622-6735.
Researchers at the USF
medical school have been
sharing research on the Zika
virus. The university division is working closely with
the Gorgas Memorial Institute in Panama, where the

World Health Organization
has recorded up to 800 suspected cases. The partnership is planning a two-year
study on the children of infected women.
However, the medical school is struggling to receive
funding quickly. According
to the Tampa Bay Times it
will take up to nine months
to approve additional funding from the National Institute of Health. The USF
medical division hopes to
make instrumental advances
towards a vaccine.

Questions and Concerns?
Zika Hotline (855) 622-6735
Florida Department of Health (850) 245-4444
Pinellas County Health Department (727) 824-6900
Pinellas County Mosquito Control (727) 464-7503
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital (727) 8987451

Standing water treatment
tabs:
You can drop these tablets
into bodies of standing water near your home in order
to get rid of mosquito larvae.

Of those 587 infections,
70 of the infections
involve pregnant women

545 travel-related infections

Zika and You

Build Your
Own Zika Kit
The CDC recommends a
Zika kit to anyone who lives in an area where there is
a high concern for Zika and
the spread of the virus. These kits can be made at home
with just a few supplies.

42
locally
transmitted
infections

Bed net:
Due to the fact that mosquitoes can bite at any time of
the day or night, bed nets are
suggested so that you can
stay protected while resting.

Permethrin Spray:
This is an insecticide that
keeps away a whole host of
bugs. It is only to be used on
clothing and gear. Do not put
this on your skin.

Insect Repellent:
Make sure to use EPA-approved insect repellents. If you
also happen to be wearing
sunscreen, put that on ﬁrst
and apply the repellent afterward.

Condoms:
Zika is not a sexually transmitted disease, but you can
get it from a partner through
anal, oral or vaginal sex. Remember, kids, no glove, no
love.
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By Brittany Cravatta
cravatta@mail.usf.edu
The dreadful email came on July
6. The sender: USF St. Petersburg
Housing Department.
All of the students who were
on the housing waitlist during the
summer were anticipating the day
they would be notiﬁed of their living arrangements. What we were
all hoping for was an email stating
whether we would live in Residence Hall One, or the University Student Center.
However, the email I received
offered me neither option.
Instead, the school had- once
again- accepted too many freshmen, and both RHO and the USC
were ﬁlled to the brim. So what
was our alternative? The Hilton St.
Petersburg Bayfront, or what the
school likes to call the Residence
Hall Hilton (RHH).
RHH is a hotel I had heard
countless rumors about last year.
None of them were positive. I felt
conﬂicted, and wanted to have a
positive attitude about the issue.
However, I couldn’t help but feel
extremely upset.
Being an only child, I grew up
not sharing space, or a room, for
that matter. Not only that, but for
the past couple of semesters attending this school, I always had my
own room in RHO. I kept thinking,
how was I going to adjust to this?
Eventually, I decided to just let
it go and hope that things wouldn’t
be as bad as they seemed.
Living at the RHH does have
its positives, but the negatives tremendously overshadow that. What
I was told before move-in day was
that we would be provided with
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CRAMPED QUARTERS: Residence Hall Hilton houses students that were not able to be placed in the USC or RHO. Students were only
provided one desk to accomodate both roommates. “At this point, I’m lucky to be supplied a bed, a bathroom and a few dim lamps.”

our own linens, towels, shower
curtains, etc. So far, so good. Maid
service would be provided twice a
week, and we would have a bathtub, comfortable mattresses, as
well as access to all of the hotel
amenities. Plus, this year the students would ﬁnally receive free
laundry service. Great! Sounds
amazing, right?
What I was not told was that all
of the rule changes at the Hilton
were made for the new semester.
When I walked into my hotel room
that morning to move in, I saw no
bed sheets, no covers, no pillows,
the shower curtains were gone, and
there wasn’t even toilet paper provided. Now, I understand that RHO
doesn’t supply these things either,
but that’s expected of a dorm.
Compare that to a hotel, which,
costs an extra $1,000, and people
will expect all of those things to be
provided.
It almost seems like the RHH is
trying to dress up a hotel room to
look like a college dorm. Now, not
only is the RHH further away from
campus than the other housing options, but we have to purchase our

own supplies? The Hilton made
things even more inconvenient
than they already were before, and
yet, it costs an extra $1,000 to live
there?
Why make upperclassmen pay
that extra amount when what we’re
actually getting is a lot less? What
are we paying for? At this point,
I’m lucky to be supplied a bed, a
bathroom and a few dim lamps. Oh
well, at least I still get free laundry,
right? However, I’d rather just live
in RHO where I can give myself
my own supplies and have my own
space. A few quarters for laundry
in RHO is doable, but $1,000 extra
for something that is inconvenient
and doesn’t even provide toilet paper isn’t worth it.
Along with not having any linens,
toilet paper, or shower curtains, the
RHH doesn’t accommodate college students. It has very small living
quarters that two students have to
share. Not to mention, there is only
one desk, one small closet and hardly any drawer space to ﬁt clothes
for two students. Maybe the RHH
can accommodate one student, but
not two.

A hotel room is speciﬁcally used
for friends or couples who are on
vacation for a weekend and just
need a place to stay. Hotel rooms
are not for students who will live
there for three months; it’s just not
built for them. The accommodations that we need are desks, printers, a kitchen, space for textbooks,
outlets for laptops, etc. We don’t
need to be pampered by maids
or have our trash taken out twice
a week. Sure, it’s nice, but we’re
adults. We can handle making our
own beds, taking out our own trash
and cleaning up after ourselves.
What we really need is not provided in the RHH.
The Hilton makes it more inconvenient for the students who
own cars. USFSP students are
not allowed to park in the Hilton
parking lot. Instead, we have to
park in the USFSP parking garage
and walk back to the RHH which is
highly unsafe, especially at night in
a high crime rate city. As a young
woman, that makes me very uncomfortable.
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The 2016 Rio Olympics left
me with both a sense of pride and
utter disdain. I am in awe of the
amazing accomplishments these
athletes have achieved, but furious
at how Olympic women have been
treated. They have broken records,
won countless gold medals and
displayed incredible sportsmanship.
Yet somehow they cannot escape the shadow of their male
counterparts.
Katinka Hosszú is a Hungarian
swimmer who beat the world record
in the 400-meter individual competition. After her record-breaking
swim, NBC announcer Dan Hicks,
called Hosszú’s coach and husband, “the man responsible”.
Somehow, I can’t recall any announcer crediting Phelps’s accomplishments to his coach. Because
you don’t do that — you don’t
credit an athlete’s performance to
those who didn’t actually perform.
But God forbid a woman actually
receive full credit, right?

Hosszú’s case is only one of
many. Corey Cogdell-Urein, a
three-time Olympian and bronze
medal winner in women’s trap
shooting, didn’t even get the courtesy of being named. According
to a tweet sent out by the Chicago Tribune she’s simply the “wife
of a Bears’ lineman.” The original
article didn’t even include Cogdell-Urein’s sport. But hey, the
Bears’ preseason started that following Thursday so that’s important.
Simone Manuel, a gold medal
winner and the ﬁrst African-American to win an individual swimming gold, gets the honoring
headline: “Olympics: Michael
Phelps shares historic night with
African-American.” That’s right,
a gold medal Olympian’s only
identifying trait is her race. Let’s
not include her name or even her

“

Strength is not a
masculine trait,
it’s a human trait.

accomplishments. Let’s go with
simply “African-American.” San
Jose Mercury News has got this
headline stuff down.
The media sexism continues
with Bryan-College Station Eagle
whose top headline was “Phelps
ties for silver in 100 ﬂy.” Below
that and in smaller print? “Ledecky
sets world record in women’s 800
freestyle.” Ledecky is also the ﬁrst
Olympian to win gold in the 200-,
400- and 800- meter freestyle races since Debbie Meyer in 1968.
Ledecky won four Olympic gold
medals and broke a world record,
Phelps tied for silver.
If you’re sensing a pattern here,
that’s because there is one.
Even when women do get their
moment in the spotlight, it doesn’t
necessarily go well. Philadelphia
Daily News wrote a great piece
on Gabby Douglas, but it wasn’t
Douglas whose face graced the paper. Simone Biles was pictured in
a graceful leap, not Douglas. Perhaps it was an honest mistake, but,
aside from them both being African-American, they look nothing
alike. You’d think a major newspaper would check those kinds of

things.
Let’s not forget the commentator
who said that the U.S. gymnastics
team looked like they “might as
well be standing in the middle of
a mall.” Because a group of young
smiling women are only found in
a mall? They look like a group of
kick-ass gold medalists to me.
This is a societal issue. When
women are mentioned, their age,
appearance and marital status are
the primary focus, while men get
the glory for all their physical
achievements.
We, as a society, don’t view
women as fast and strong, even
when presented with some of the
most impressive athletes in the
world. We’re ﬁxated on a woman’s
appearance and how she can enrich
a man’s life. Strength is not a masculine trait, it’s a human trait.
Things need to change. It will
take time, but we can make a difference. Stand up for your athletes,
call out sexist comments and let
the women in your life know that
you support them. Not because we
are your mothers, daughters and
sisters, but because we are humans
and we deserve equality.
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Olympic Women Left Living in Shadow Of Male Counterparts
By Alyssa Coburn
agcoburn@mail.usf.edu
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the top hat.”
Retkes comes to every single
game, even traveling as far as New
This celebration went on for York to support the Rowdies. He
several minutes, and just when it says he is grateful for the support
ended Cole scored a second goal. of the stadium’s front ofﬁce.
Ralph’s Mob did not sit down for
“If you went to a different sporthe last half hour of the game.
ting event and tried to have this
Burke enjoys the fact that his much fun, they’d probably kick
school is so close to campus and you out,” said Retkes.
thinks that it’s awesome that on
Saturday’s victory over Rayo
the way home from school he can OKC ended with a score of 2-0,
sometimes see the Rowdies prac- and even after the players had left
ticing.
the ﬁeld, the mob stayed and chanAron Retkes can be easily spot- ted, a cacophony of noise emitting
ted at the front
from their sectiand center of “If you went to a different on. Speciﬁcally,
Ralph’s Mob.
they
cheered
It’s hard to sporting event and tried to for Cole, their
miss his cha- have this much fun, they’d self-proclaimed
racter, as he
MVP of the
probably kick you out.”
beats on a
night.
bass drum in
“They’re not
his top hat. He is another fan who the best players in the world, but
has supported the Rowdies from it doesn't really matter because
the start and joined the mob in they’re our local home team. In
2011. Without meaning to, Retkes a way, that makes it even better,”
has become a mascot for the group. Bruzzichesi said. “You feel every
“Everything was kind of sponta- win, every loss. It is an emotional
neous,” he said. “I have fun with experience every game.”
it. Nobody recognizes me without
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Family fun: Owen Goldenberg attends his ﬁrst Rowdie’s game with his family. Beforehand he attended the Rowdie’s Den for the
facepaint. The Goldenbergs were very pleased with the family atmosphere at Al Lang Stadium. They drove 45 miles to get to the game.
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CLUBS
IMPROVE
COLLEGE
EXPERIENCE
By Tamiracle Williams
tamiracle@mail.usf.edu

There’s nothing worse than being
stuck in your dorm with nothing to do
but study. College is about more than
just studying, it’s about experience.
For most students, that experience
comes from getting active on campus.
According to National Survey of Student Engagement getting involved on
campus has tremendous beneﬁts for
students. NSSE studies have shown that
these students have signiﬁcantly higher
grades than those who don’t participate
in student organizations.
Student Life and Engagement is one
of the key components that inﬂuences

the culture and traditions of USF St. Petersburg. Student, staff and faculty pride
themselves on the wide range of clubs
and organizations offered on our campus. USFSP is home to over 100 clubs
and organizations of varying interests
such as event planning, leadership, diversity and inclusion, journalism, sports
and the environment.
For those students who have an interest but can’t ﬁnd a club or organization
dedicated to their passion, it’s easy to
start one. Five students and one advisor
are required for those who would like to
create a club on campus.
But you don’t need to create a club to
be involved on campus. Check out our
list of the most active clubs below.

Harborside Activities Board (HAB)
“Going to a HAB event is a great way to
meet new people and have a lot of fun.” ~
Makenzie Burrows, President of Harborside
Activities Board.
Harborside Activities Board is a student-run organization that plans social
events to enhance student life on campus.
The organization is known for bringing musicians and comedians on campus along with
its established events such as Screen on the
Greens, Casino Night, its haunted house and
do it yourself events.
HAB is also the organization that implements two of USFSP’s most established traditions – Homecoming in the fall and USFSP Week in the spring. These are two weeks
meant to celebrate Bull pride and remind
students of all that our campus has to offer.

THE CROW’S NEST

Ofﬁce of Multicultural Affairs

“OMA provides students with a sense
of diversity and inclusion on campus.
We shed light on prominent issues and
celebrate differences in America. OMA
is a safe place for underrepresented populations on campus.” ~ Taylor Singleton.
The Ofﬁce of Multicultural Affairs’
mission is to uphold and celebrate the
heritage of underrepresented students
and create an appreciation for different
cultural backgrounds. In an effort to promote inclusion and diversity, they host
events and workshops that educate students about different topics including
microaggressions and social identities.

One special program that OMA sponsors in collaboration with the Wellness
Center is Safe Zone Ally Training. Safe
Zone helps teach students how to be supportive of the LGBTQ community.
OMA is an umbrella organization that
includes other diversity clubs such as
PRIDE, Women’s Empowerment Club,
Latin American Student Association and
more. Two major programs that are under OMA include the Spectrum Mentor
Program and Multicultural Activities
Council, which are two large organizations that acknowledge the presence of
underrepresented students on campus.
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CULTURAL EXPRESSION: Stars in Motion is an annual dance showcase hosted by the South Florida All Stars,
USFSP dance team. The event is put on by the Ofﬁce of Multicultural Affairs, who helps encourage diversity.

Student Green Energy Fund
Student Green Energy Fund is a campaign
that began in 2007. The club’s main focus
is to promote clean energy, renewable energy technology, and lower greenhouse gas
emission. SGEF is funded by the student’s
fee which is $1 per credit hour. With those
funds, the members decide what projects to
focus on during the school year.
Some of SGEF’s past projects include bottle reﬁll stations around campus, recycling
bins and net zero treadmills for the ﬁtness
center. Aside from creating and implementing projects to make USFSP an eco-friendly campus, it hosts events to get other clubs
involved in its causes such as the butterﬂy
garden clean-up.

Campus Recreation
Campus Recreation is more than just a ﬁtness center and the waterfront. It is home to
our Intramural Sports and Sports Club. Intramurals sports are weekly competitions in
which students come in teams, or as individuals, to participate in different sports on the
outside courts and ﬁeld. Some common IMs

are football, soccer and basketball.
Sport Clubs are similar to IMs, except instead of competing against your fellow Bulls,
you compete against other schools. An example of a Sports Club is the South Florida
All Stars, a USFSP dance team that recently
competed in Next Star dance competitions.

Ofﬁce of Leadership
and Student Organizations
“LSO is an on-campus organization that
helps students enjoy their time at USFSP…
We facilitate an atmosphere for leadership
development by always challenging students
to try new things.” ~ Rachel Clemetson, Student Assistant for the Ofﬁce of Leadership
and Student Organizations.
The Ofﬁce of Leadership & Student Organizations is home to over 100 clubs and organizations. LSO’s main purpose is to facilitate
student organizations and provide leadership
and service opportunities for students, staff
and faculty. When LSO isn’t assisting other

organizations, it is planning its own events
such as TEDx and Dance Marathon.
They host a series of leadership events
meant to enhance students’ understanding
of the concept and to provide opportunities
to gain new leadership skills in a fun and
competitive environment such as Emerging
Leaders and Disney Leadership Series. For
those interested in giving back to the community, LSO has an annual trip, un-BULLievable. This is a weeklong service project
where students pick a social issue and complete it in a nearby state.
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BUILDING LEADERSHIP: USF St. Petersburg’s Ofﬁce of Leadership and Student Organizations packaged
10,368 meals for hungry children in Pinellas County. The organization seeks to develop leadership skills through
civil engagement. The organization had a role in bringing TEDx to the USFSP campus in the spring 2016.
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